
You will need to have access to an instrument.  Almost all acoustic (non-electric) pianos 
have 88 keys. A local piano technician or piano tuner can provide valuable advice, and 
can sometimes assist with appraising an instrument you may want to purchase. (Contact 
Steve Benjamins: 925.284.3077, benjco@comcast.net, or visit his warehouse of restored 
pianos at 3434 Golden Gate Way in Lafayette.)

Electronic keyboards and digital pianos have varied features. The more features on the 
instrument, the higher the cost.  Use the following guideline (in order of importance):

•	 Minimum of 61 regular-sized keys (approx. 5½” long by ¾” wide), ideally 88 keys. 
Many beginners start with fewer keys and soon run into problems with repertoire 
demanding larger ranges.

•	 A sustain pedal (not a sustain ”button”).
•	 Weighted keys -- weighted keys help make a keyboard “feel” more like an acoustic 

piano.
•	 Touch-sensitive keys
•	 On-board speakers -- it’s nice to have a pair of speakers built into the keyboard, but 

it’s not necessary. Think about what your practice habits may be. Are you some-
times going to be playing with headphones? Do you have nicer speakers or an amp 
that you may want to hook up to your keyboard?

Digital pianos vs. Keyboards

•	 Designed to feel and sound like acoustic pianos, digital pianos also look more like 
“real” pianos.

•	 Less expensive digital pianos often have more sounds and gimmicky features. More 
expensive ones usually have fewer features and higher quality sounds and speakers.

Obviously, there are numerous other features, which come as standard on many of 
today’s	instruments.		While	potentially	interesting	and/or	beneficial,	these	are	not	a	
necessary part of a successful Simply Music or Innermusician experience.

Please see the reverse side for specific recommendations.

CHOOSING A PIANO/KEYBOARD



PURCHASING GUIDE

When	it	comes	to	deciding	on	which	specific	model	to	purchase,	we	recommend	that	you	inquire	with	
the keyboard specialist at Guitar Center and/or Keyboard Concepts. They have several models on 
display for you to get a feel for available features. 

Instruments	fall	into	five	broad	price	categories:

$150 - $300 
Basic keyboards with 61 touch-sensitive keys and a variety of sounds. Several Casio keyboards and 
the Yamaha NP11 have good reputations in this price range. Also, the Williams Allegro (88 keys) and the 
YPG235 (76 keys) are very good options.

$300 - $500
Casio CDP130 (88 hammer action weighted keys)
Yamaha P45 (88 hammer action weighted keys)
Casio Privia PX-160 (previous model is PX-130 -- Casio updates their model names every 1-2 years)

$500 - $900 
Better keyboards with 88 weighted keys, providing a more realistic action, better speakers, better piano 
tone, and a greater variety of sounds.
Korg SP170S ($500) 
Yamaha P115 ($600) 
Casio Privia PX-350 ($700)
Kawai ES100 ($800)

$1000 - $1200 
Higher quality weighted keys and tone.
Casio PX-5S 
Yamaha P-255

$2000+
Close to the sound and feel of an acoustic piano, with some models even having hammers attached to 
the keys.
Yamaha Clavinova Series ($2000+)
Roland RD Series ($1800 - $2700) 
Nord Electro 3 ($2000 - $2600)
Nord Stage 2 ($3600 - $4200)


